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defeat of France caused some parts of it to throw in their
lot with Britain and the free French force, while others
remained nominally imder the jurisdiction >ot always
effective) of the Vichy Government. The Germans naturally
secured a dominating influence in French North and We>r
Africa. The mandated territory of Syria and the Lebanon
was occupied after a struggle by British and free French
Forces and independence was promised to these countries.
The Japanese occupied French Indo-China.

An Allied victory, however, and the rehabilitation of France
brought all French overseas territories back under Trench
control, and France proceeded to work out a new Colonial
system under which all these territories became with the
metropolitan country part of the French Union, and pre-
parations were made to grant many of these territories,
especially to Indo-China, increasing measures of self-
government.

THE NETHERLANDS
The Dutch were formerly, like other sea powers, great
colonizing people, and once occupied or set up trading
stations at many places^which are now British territory. On
the other hand, Britain for a short time occupied the East
Indies, but returned them later to Holland.
The Dutch Colonial system now consists of the Nether-
lands Indies and small territories in the Western hemisphere,
namely, the Curasao group of islands off the coast of Vene-
zuela, and Surinam or Dutch Guiana, between British and
French Guiana in South America. Strictly speaking, the
Dutch oversea possessions are not Colonies, but integral
portions of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, but in practice
they may be regarded as a Colonial system. Actually, they
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